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Book Rfvifavs 

T l IE NATIONAL BlC^niVliRSITY T LAM C^E T1 \\\ liPl il^LK OE 1 1 IE MaRSI lALL ISLANITS. 2000. The 

Marshall Islands, Living Atolls Amidst the Living Seas: The National Biodiversity 
Report of the Republic of the Marshall Islands. (ISBN 982-9045-02-1, pbk.j 
St. Hildegard Publishing Company. Santa Clarita, CA 85719, U.S.A. Price 
not given, 345 pp, numerous illustrations, 8 1/2" x 11". 

During the Earlh Summit in Riodc laneirc), Brazil in the Republic ot the Marshall Islands was 
among the first to sign the Convention on Biodi\'ersit\'. Cionsequently, the Republic sanctioned a re- 
port on the biota ol its atolls with the hi^pe ot raising public awareness to the various aspects ol 
biodi\’ersit\'. The goal ol this report is to ‘ prinade bae kground about the Marshall Islands, its histor\', 
especially in relation to plants, animals and ecosystems, to gi\^e an o\'crview ot its bic^diwrsit)' aiul 
biological resources" (p.3j. It is mainly a compilation ol biological information previously published 
b\ other scientists, place in a single lormat. i hereb\' making it more accessible to the residents (d the 
Marshall Islands. E\xm the writim: st\’le is inlormal, "with the idea ol making the inlormation avail- 



able to all sorts ol people, even high school students." 

W'hile on t he surface this book might ,seem appropriate k'lr only a small target audience , only a 
brief look into this book rew'als man\’ inlormaii\'e leatures. Man\' ot the organisms are illustrated. 

s ^ 

such as the reef crab and giant grouper, with the Marshallese name and derivation provided. le.xt 
bo.xes leaturinga special topic pre.sent important biological concepts. A section on “What is a ( .oral” 
inIcM'ms the reader about the different groups ol corals and coral-like organisms. Likewise, a section 
on endemism defines the topic and the term “invasix'e species" is discussed in some detail. 

1 he first pan of the book is comprised ol three chapters, wdnch deal with the history ol the 
Marshall Islands and its j^eople. biidogical resources, and threats to biodiversity. Cdiapter one begins 
with a short historical account ol the Marshall Islands and its people, historx' about the lormat ion ol 
the Marshall Island atollsand their relatively recent colonization b\' terrestrial lileonly 3,000-4,000 
\ears ago. Eurtherm('»re, the detrimental ellects people ha\'e had on the atolls, w'ith the iniro(,luced 
plants and animals the\’ brought, has resulted in the e\tincti('»n ol several species, including the ctv 
demic flightless Wake rail, the purple-capped I ruit denv and the Micronesian pigeon. I he history ol 
gox’erntnent rex'cals that the Marshalls haw been under the contred ol sewral countries, including 
Germanv, japan and the l.lnited States, before becoming their envn commonwealth in lOOc) and join- 
ing the United Nations. This chapter also provides inlormation on the individual atibl Is cc^mprising 
the Marshalls, with the Marshallese names of each, the number ol square land miles the\- occup\' 
and brief historical inlormation. 

Cdiaptcr two, entitled “Biodiversity and Biok\gical Resources, givesabriel cxx’crx'iew <4 theeco- 
swstems on the Marshall Islands, listingeach by plant communitx and iiuluding inlormation on 
location, importance, status and threats. Fed lowing is a ccxncise overxiew ol the biota ol the Islands, 
dixaded into plants and animals, xvith tables O’* gix’c ijuick miormai ion about total number ol species, 
percent natix'e species, percent endemism, number ol threatened and eiulangered species, etc. 1 he 
fragilitx’ c>l t hese islands and inx'asixe nature ot nexx lx arrix'ed e.xotii^ s is ex’ident in i hc'se tables, since 

iT j t 

only IHLool vascular plantsaiid 23 /\m 4 animals are natix'c. 

Chapter three deals xvith current and histtadcal threats \o biodix-ersitx'. which include nuclear 
testing, the invasion of exotics, changes in populaticm and lilestyle ol the natiw people and global 

climate change. 

The second half of the book isdedicated totablesand listsol biota. Separate tablesare included 
for plants, pulmonate and non -marine mulkvsks, spiders, insects, I ish. reptiles and am|9hibians. birds, 
and mammals. For each ot the species in these tables, scientilic name. English name. Marshallese 
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name, status and traditional uses are re|x:irtcd. Next, inlonnation on biota deemed worthy o( conser 
vation concerns with deliniiionsol conservation terminology (example; i hreatened vs. endangered). 
In addition, a table id endemic species, one on pestiferous and invasive species and those species 
protected by Marshall Island law ease the reader in identi(\ ing biota ol critical importance. Illustra- 
tions are lound throughout the book, often with scientific and Marshallese name, and five cidor fig- 
ures with keys to identily the organisms in an important communit)', such as a coral reef. These 
illustrations enhance the books properties, helping reader appreciate the biodiversity on the Mar 
shall Islands —/\mv Traiiih Narc. Bolaniail Rcsccifrh IfisnUdc of Texus, .509 Prcofi Street, hort Worth, 
I X, 7(000 US. A., Limy t rLtiit h@ycihoo.coni. 



Chaki.I’S H. Smith. 2000. Biodiversity Studies: A Bibliographic Review. (ISBN 0- 

8108-3754-4, hbk.) Scarecrow Press, 4720 Boston Wav, Lanham, MD 20706. 
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C harles 11. Smith, Science Librarian and Associate Prtdessor ol Librar\' Public Serxaces at WTstern 
Kentuck)' Uni versity. cites literature both on the biological study (d' diversity itself,and on ihesocitw 
naiural science (d dix'ersity ccdnserx'ation. I lis ellort has receix'ed two very j^restigious recognitions. 
1 lis work was listed in I.i hi dry Jon null s Best Relerence Sources lor 2000, and it won the biannual 
2001 C^berly Award lor Bibliograph)' in the Agricultural or Natural .Sciences. 

I wo l^i bliographies are included in this wt'jrk. Bibliog rapin' 1, "Bot">ks and Art icics." lists aj^proxi - 
mat civ 1.200 monographs and 4.500 articles, while Bibliography ILASpccial Issues,” provides a selec- 
tive ac'countingol special issues ol jtuirnals/serialsLlealinge.xclusivcly with biodiversity in all aspects. 
1 lis emphasis is on the literature ol the investigation ol biodiversity, the written record ol efforts to 
measure, understand, monitor, and preser\*e it. Some self imposed restrictions had to be cmisidered 
during his exhaustix'e literature search, which included over one hundred electronic databases and 
an ecjual numbered print bibliogra|9hies and relerences cited lists. Because ol space limitatie^ns indi- 
vidual papers appearing in edited collections were excluded, as were electronic sources, theses, dis 
sertations, relerence works, sx stematic or I K^ral launal rexdsions. and juvenile literature. Almost every 
entr\' in the list is in the linglish language. What isleatured is the primary literature ol biodixx'rsit v- 
directed natural science, social science, and humanities subjects, with a select amount ol science 
journalism. Canerage centers on the period 148b to 1448, but extends ti") many works published prior 
to that date that remain relevant to trends (K'curring during it. 

was to prox’ide as much information as possible in as little space as possible Ic'ir 
each enir\’. l.ach citation is enhanced with bibliometric ratings, briel annotations, and/or a list (">1 
descriptive “added terms.” The bibliometric rating lor journals appears as a 1 to 3 scale according to 
the average number ol limes they have been listed as cited over a several- to ten- or twel\'e-year period 
in thecmnbined Citciticoi hnlev portions of Sc ience (dtot ion Index, Soc ial Sciences Citat ion Index, 
and Humcinit ies (dtcition Index. Monographs are rated on the same 1-3 scale but on three different 
lactors: (I) the number ol OC/LC/, libraries who hidd the item; t2) number ol times the work was re- 
viewed alter publication; and (3) number ol citations it has generated. Both ratings appear in brack- 
ets alter the pagination in i he citat ion. An “Honors” I ist appears in his iniroduct ion for the ten incest 
Irequently meniic^ned publishers and the t web'e .serial publications most frequently cited. The addi 
lion ol the bibliometric ratings makes this bibliography not only unique but also especially uselul 
due to its analysis ol the relative importance or \x\lue of each enii )’. 

1 he three indexes, covering general, geographical, and organismal subjects, respect i\'el\’, gen- 
erate over 20,00(> relerrals to the items in the bibliograph)'. Index I is alphabetically arranged by 
subject. Index 11 is divided into nine regional lists. Index 111 contains nine taxonomic lists. The index- 




ing leatures many cross-relerrals because so many of i he significant concepts in the develoj^ing field 
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